ANIMISM
following supplies cogent examples from Dorset and the Far East: "If you plant a tree or trees, and are very anxious that they should thrive, you must not go and look at them, or look out of a window at them, ' on an empty stomach.' There is a blasting influence in your eye then, which will make them pine away. And the story is that a man, puzzled by this withering of his newly-planted choice trees, went to a white witch to inquire who was the evil worker. The white witch, after ascertaining the facts, told him it was himself." The foregoing is from a letter from my friend Thomas Hardy, whose novels, great in so much else, are a mine of Wessex folk-lore. The parallel is from Skeats's Malay Magic, which cites this, among other directions : " Plant maize with a full stomach, and let your dibble be thick, as this will swell the maize ear." *2 Dr. Johnson, on his visit to the Hebrides, says that the peasants expect better crops by sowing their seed at the new moon, and quotes a precept annually given in the almanac, " to kill hogs when the moon is waning, that the bacon may prove the better in boiling." Not many years ago in Scotland maidens would not marry if the moon was not 42 p. 217. 70